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was she a maid or a wife ? for she is not very young, it seems.
Niece. She had never been married, madam, but I think was engaged to a man whom my spouse sent to Italy, and they are to be married when he comes back.
Aunt. You say she is a sober woman ?
Niece. Yes, madam, I dare say she is; but her wicked, profane, and atheistical behaviour is enough to poison a whole family.
Aunt. But why does the lady, your friend, entertain such a one in her house?
Niece. She has such a subtlety in her conduct, and behaves so cunningly, that her mistress does not perceive it, at least she does not think her so bad as she is.
Aunt. But what says her husband to it ? does he know it ?
Niece. Yes, madam, he knows more of it than she does, for the men-servants tell him of it, and give him a particular account sometimes of passages which they observe.
Aunt. Perhaps he don't trouble himself about it: for the men do not often value these things.
Niece. Indeed, madam, just the contrary ; for he is a very sober, religious gentleman, and keeps very good order in his house, and 'tis a very great disturbance to him.
Aunt. And has he spoken of it to his wife ?
Niece. Yes, madam, he has very often, and told her such particulars as are very essential to the good of the family, and such too as almost carry their own evidence with them.
Aunt. And what does she say ?
Niece. I know not indeed how she manages, but I know that her husband and she have had more words about it than about all other matters put to-